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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A roof sheet membrane fastener assembly for 
securing a roof sheet membrane with a topside release sheet to a roof substrate, 
comprising: 

a mechanical fastener for passing through a roof sheet membrane with a topside 
release sheet and into a roof substrate overlaid by the roof sheet membrane to secure 
the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; and a disk through which the mechanical 
fastener passes for contacting and overlaying a portion of the topskte release sheet of 
the roof sheet membrane that immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener and for 
causing me portion of the topside release sheet overlaid by the disk to separate from a 
remainder of the topside release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from 
the roof sheet membrane; 

the disk having a peripheral cutting means depending from an outer peripheral 
edge portion of the disk for at least weakening the topside release sheet to facilitate the 
separation of the portion of the topside release sheet overlaid bv the disk from the 
remainder of the topside release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from 
the roof sh eet membrane: the peripheral cutting means of the disk having a depth and 
the roof s heet membrane fastener assembly being adapted to be used with a roof sheet 
membrane having a topside release sheet haying a thickness greater than the depth of 
the peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means scones the topside 
release sheet, withou t passing completely through the topside release sheet to weaken 
the release sheet aft the peripheral cutting means with no degradation of the 
performance of the roof sheet membr ane, and the release sheet is easily separable at 
th e peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane . 
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Claim 2 (original): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly according to 
claim 1 , wherein: 

the mechanical fastener comprises an topside head portion and a slender shank 
portion for passing through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to 
secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; and the slender shank portion of 
the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head portion of 
the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk. 

Claim 3 (withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the mechanical fastener comprises an topside head portion and a stender shank 
portion for passing through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to 
secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank portion of the 
mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head portion of the 
mechanical fastener and passes through the disk; and at least a bottom side portion of 
an outer surface of the slender shank portion of the mechanical fastener is formed by a 
spiral groove whereby the mechanical fastener is designed to be passed through the 
roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate by rotating the mechanical fastener. 

Cfaim 4 (withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly according to 
claim t T wherein: 

the mechanical fastener is generally U-shaped with two slender shank portions 
for passing through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the 
roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank portions of the mechanical 
fastener are integral with and depend from an topside portion of the mechanical fastener 
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that joins the shank portions; and the shank portions of the mechanical fastener pass 
through the disk. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The A roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
acco r ding to c l oirn 1 ft wherein for securing a roof sheet membrane with a topside release 
sheet to a roof substrate, comprising : 

a mechanical fastener for passing through a roof sheet membrane with a topside 
release sheet and into a roof substrate overlaid by the roof sheet membrane to secure 
the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate: and a <flsk through which the mechanical 
fastener passes for contacting and overlaying a portion of the topside retease sheet of 
the roof sheet membrane that immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener and for 
causing the portion of the topside release sheet overlaid by the disk to separate from a 
remainder of the topside release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from 
the roof sheet membrane: 

the disk has having a peripheral se pa r ation cutting means depending from an 
outer peripheral edge portion of the disk for at least weakening the topside release sheet 
to facilitate the separation of the portion of the topside release sheet overlaid by the disk 
from the remainder of the topside release sheet when the topside release sheet is 
removed from the roof sheet membran e: the peripheral cutting means of the disk having 
a depth and the roof sheet membrane fastener assembly being adapted to be used with 
a roof sheet me mbrane haying a topside release sheet having a thickness substantially 
equal to the depth of the pe ripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means 
severe or substantially severs th e topside release sheet at the peripheral cutting means 
with no or substantially no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane 
and the release sheet is easily separable at the peripheral cuffing means when the 
release sheet is remov ed from the roof sheet membrane 
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Claim 6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to cfaim 6 claim 1 . wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth for penetrating the 
topside release sheet. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to claim 6 daim 1 T wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a peripheral cutting edge for penetrating 
the topside release sheet 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to da i m 6 claim 5. wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth for passing through the 
topside release sheet 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to daim 6 daim 5. wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a peripheral cutting edge for passing 
through the topside release sheet. 

Claims 11 and 12 (canceled) 
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Claim 13 (currentfy amended): A roof sheet membrane system, comprising; 

a roof sheet membrane overlaying a portion of a roof substrate; the roof sheet 
membrane having a topside major surface that is an adhesive bonding surface and a 
bottom side major surface that Is not adhesively secured to the roof substrate; the 
topside major surface being overlaid and covered by a topside release sheet; 

the roof sheet membrane being secured to the roof substrate by a plurality of 
mechanical fastener assemblies; each of the mechanical fastener assemblies 
comprising a mechanical fastener passing through the topside release sheet and the 
roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to 
the roof substrate; and a disk through which the mechanical fastener passes contacting 
and overlaying a portion of the topside release sheet of the roof sheet membrane that 
immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener for causing the portion of the topside 
release sheet overlaid by the disk to be easily separable from a remainder of the topside 
release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membran e: the disk of each of the mechanical fastener assemblies having a peripheral 
separation means depending from an outer peripheral edge portion of the disk that at 
least weakens the topside release sheet to fadlitate the separation of the portion of the 
topside release sheet overlaid by the disk from the remainder of the topskfe release 
sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet membrane with no 
or substantia lly no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane. 

Claim 14 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 13, 
wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises an topside head portion and a 
slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof 
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substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; and the slender 
shank portion of the mechanical fastener is integral vwth and depends from the topside 
head portion of the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk. 

Claim 15 {withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 13, 
wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises an topside head portion and a 
slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof 
substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank 
portion of the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head 
portion of me mechanical fastener and passes through the disk; and at least a bottom 
side portion of an outer surface of the slender shank portion of the mechanical fastener 
is formed by a spiral groove whereby the mechanical fastener is designed to be passed 
through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate by rotating the mechanical 
fastener. 

Claim 16 (withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 13 r 
wherein: 

the mechanical fastener is generally U-shaped with two stender shank portions 
that pass through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof 
sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the stender shank portions of the mechanical 
fastener are integral with and depend from an topside portion of the mechanical fastener 
that joins the shank portions; and the shank portions of the mechanical fastener pass 
through the disk. 

Claim 17 (canceled) 
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Claim 18 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane system according to 
claim 4? 13, wherein: 

the peripheral separation means comprises peripheral cutting means that at least 
partially cuts through the topside release sheet. 

Claim 19 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 18 r 
wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth that penetrate the 
topside release sheet 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane system according to 
claim 18, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a* a peripheral cutting edge that 
penetrates the topside release sheet. 

Claim 21 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 18, 
wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth that pass through the 
topside release sheet. 

Claim 22 {currently amended): The roof sheet membrane system according to 
claim 18, wherein; 

the peripheral cutting means comprises an a peripheral cutting edge that passes 
through the topside release sheet. 
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Claim 23 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 18, 
wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness greater than the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means scores the topside 
release sheet, without passing completely through the topside release sheet, to weaken 
the release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no degradation of the 
performance of the roof sheet membrane, and the release sheet easily separates at the 
peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane. 

Claim 24 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 18, 
wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness substantially equal to the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means severs or substantially 
severe the topside release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no or substantially 
no degradation of me performance of the roof sheet membrane and the release sheet is 
easily separable at the peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed 
from the roof sheet membrane. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A method of forming a roof sheet membrane 
system, comprising: 

overlaying a portion of a roof substrate with a roof sheet membrane; the roof 
sheet membrane having a topside major surface that is an adhesive bonding surface 
and a bottom side major surface that is not adhesively secured to the roof substrate: the 
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topside major surface of the roof sheet membrane being overlaid and covered by a 
topside release sheet; 

securing the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate by a plurality of 
mechanical fastener assemblies; each of the mechanical fastener assemblies 
comprising a mechanical fastener passing through the topside release sheet and the 
roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to 
the roof substrate; and a disk through which the mechanical fastener passes contacting 
and overlaying a portion of the topside release sheet of the roof sheet membrane that 
immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener and causing the portion of the topside 
release sheet overlaid by the disk to be easily separable from a remainder of the topside 
release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane; the disk of each of the mechanical fastener assemblies, having a peripheral 
separation means depending from an outer peripheral edoe portion of the disk that at 
least weakens the topside release sheet to facilitate the separation of the portion of the 
topside release sheet overlaid by the cfisk from the remainder of the topside release 
sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet membrane with no 
or substantially no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane; and 

removing the remainder of the topside release sheet from the roof sheet 
membrane after the roof sheet membrane is secured to the roof deck by the plurality of 
mechanical fastener assemblies to apply an overlying roofing layer. 

Claim 26 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 25, wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises an topside head portion and a 
slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof 
substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; and the stender 
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shank portion of the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside 
head portion of the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk. 

Claim 27 (withdrawn): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 25, wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises an topside head portion and a 
slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof 
substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank 
portion of the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head 
portion of the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk; and at least a bottom 
side portion of an outer surface of the slender shank portion of the mechanical fastener 
is formed by a spiral groove whereby the mechanical fastener is designed to be passed 
through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate by rotating the mechanical 
fastener. 

Claim 28 (withdrawn): The method of forming roofing the membrane system 
according to claim 25, wherein: 

the mechanical fastener is generally U-shaped with two slender shank portions 
that pass through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof 
sheet membrane to the roof substrate; me slender shank portions of the mechanical 
fastener are integral with and depend from an topside portion of the mechanical fastener 
that joins the shank portions; and the shank portions of the mechanical fastener pass 
through the disk. 

Claim 29 (canceled) 
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Claim 30 (currently amended): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane 
system according to claim 28 25, wherein: 

the peripheral separation means comprises peripheral cutting means that at least 
partially cuts through the topside release sheet. 

Claim 31 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth that penetrate the 
topside release sheet 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane 
system according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a» a peripheral cutting edge that 
penetrates the topside release sheet. 

Claim 33 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth that pass through the 
topside release sheet. 

Claim 34 (currently amended): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane 
system according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises an a peripheral cutting edge that passes 
through the topside release sheet 
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Claim 35 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness greater than the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means scores the topside 
release sheet, without passing completely through the topside release sheet, to weaken 
the release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no degradation of the 
performance of the roof sheet membrane, and the release sheet easily separates at the 
peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane. 

Claim 36 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness substantially equal to the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means severs or substantially 
severs the topside release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no or substantially 
no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane and the release sheet is 
easily separable at the peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed 
from the roof sheet membrane. 
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Claim 1 (currently amended): A roof sheet membrane fastener assembly for 
securing a roof sheet membrane with a topside release sheet to a roof substrate, 
comprising: 

a mechanical fastener for passing through a roof sheet membrane with a topside 
release sheet and into a roof substrate overlaid by the roof sheet membrane to secure 
the roof sheet membrane to me roof substrate; and a disk through which the mechanical 
fastener passes for contacting and overlaying a portion of the topside release sheet of 
the roof sheet membrane that immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener and for 
causing the portion of the topside release sheet overlaid by the disk to separate from a 
remainder of the topside release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from 
the roof sheet membrane; 

the disk having a peripheral cutting means depending from an outer peripheral 
edoe portion of the disk for at least weakening the topside release sheet to facilitate the 
separation of the portion of the topside release sheet overlaid by the disk from the 
remainder of the topside release sheet whenthe topside release sheet is removed from 
the roof sheet membrane; the peripheral cutting means of the disk having a depth and 
the roof sheet membran e fastener assembly being adapted to be used with a roof sheet 
membrane having a topside release sheet having a thickness greater than the depth of 
the peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means scores the topside 
release sheet without passing completely through the topside release sheet, to weaken 
the release sheet at the peri pheral cutting means with no degradation of the 
performance of the ro of sheet membrane, and the release sheet is easflv separable at 
the pe ripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane . 
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Claim 2 (original): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the mechanical fastener comprises an topside head portion and a slender shank 
portion for passing through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to 
secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; and the slender shank portion of 
the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head portion of 
the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk. 

Claim 3 (withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly according to 
claim 1 7 wherein: 

the mechanical fastener comprises an topside head portion and a slender shank 
portion for passing through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to 
secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank portion of the 
mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head portion of the 
mechanical fastener and passes through the disk; and at least a bottom side portion of 
an outer surface of the slender shank portion of the mechanical fastener is formed by a 
spiral groove whereby the mechanical fastener is designed to be passed through the 
roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate by rotating the mechanical fastener. 

Claim 4 {withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly according to 
claim t f wherein: 

the mechanical fastener is generally U-shaped with two slender shank portions 
I for Passing through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the 
roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank portions of the mechanical 
fastener are integral with and depend from an topside portion of the mechanicaf fastener 
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that joins the shank portions; and the shank portions of the mechanical fastener pass 
through the disk. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The A roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
a6 eording to cla i m 1 v w fr o is o to for securing a roof sheet membrane with a topside release 
sheet to a roof substrate, comprising : 

a mechanical fastener for passing through a roof sheet membrane with a topside 
release sheet and into a roof substrate overlaid bv the roof sheet membrane to secure 
the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate: and a disk through which the mechanical 
fastener passes for contacting and overlaying a portion of the topside release sheet of 
the roof sheet membrane that immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener and for 
causing the portion of the topside release sheet overlaid by the disk to separate from a 
remainder of the topside release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from 
the roof sheet membrane: 

the disk has haying a peripheral s eparation cutting means depending from an 
outer peripheral edge portion of the disk for at least weakening the topside release sheet 
to facilitate the separation of the portion of the topside release sheet overlaid by the disk 
from the remainder of the topside release sheet when the topside release sheet is 
removed from the roof sheet membran e; the peripheral cutting means of the disk having 
a depth a nd the roof sheet membrane fastener assembly being adapted to be used with 
a roof sheet membra ne having a topside release sheet having a thickness substantially 
egual to the depth of the periphera l cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means 
severs or substantially severs the to oside release sheet at the peripheral cutting means 
with no or substantially no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane 
and the release sheet is easily separable at the peripheral cutting means when the 
release sheet is remove d from fee roof sheet membrane 
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Claim 6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to claim - 6 claimj., wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth far penetrating the 
topside release sheet 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to €f a* m - 6 claim 1 . wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a peripheral cutting edge for penetrating 
the topside release sheet 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to claim 5 . wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth for passing through the 
topside release sheet 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The roof sheet membrane fastener assembly 
according to slaim-6 claim 5, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a peripheral cutting edge for passing 
through the topside release sheet 

Claims 11 and 12 (canceled) 
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Claim 13 (currently amended): A roof sheet membrane system, comprising: 
a roof sheet membrane overlaying a portion of a roof substrate; the roof sheet 
membrane having a topside major surface that is an adhesive bonding surface and a 
bottom side major surface that is not adhesively secured to the roof substrate; the 
topside major surface being overlaid and covered by a topside release sheet 

the roof sheet membrane being secured to the roof substrate by a plurality of 
mechanical fastener assemblies; each of the mechanical fastener assemblies 
comprising a mechanical fastener passing through the topside release sheet and the 
roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to 
the roof substrate; and a disk through which the mechanical fastener passes contacting 
and overlaying a portion of the topside release sheet of the roof sheet membrane that 
immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener for causing the portion of the topside 
release sheet overlaid by the disk to be easily separable from a remainder of the topside 
release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane : the disk of each of the mechanical fastener assemblies having a peripheral 
separation means depending from an outer peripheral edoe portion of the disk that at 
least weakens the topside release sheet to facilitate the separation erf the portion of the 
topside release she et overlaid by the disk from the remainder of the topside release 
s heet when the topside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet membrane with no 
or substantial no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane . 

Claim 14 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 13, 
wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises am topside head portion and a 
slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof 
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substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; and the slender 
: shank portion of the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside 
! head portion of the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk. 

; Claim 15 (withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 13, 

I wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises an topside head portion and a 
j slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof 
! substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank 
| portion of the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head 
; portion off the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk; and at least a bottom 
side portion of an outer surface of the slender shank portion of the mechanical fastener 
is formed by a spiral groove whereby the mechanical fastener is designed to be passed 
through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate by rotating the mechanical 
fastener. 

Claim 16 (withdrawn): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 13, 
wherein: 

the mechanical fastener is generally U-shaped with two slender shank portions 
that pass through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof 
sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank portions of the mechanical 
fastener are integral with and depend from an topside portion of the mechanical fastener 
that joins the shank portions; and the shank portions of the mechanical fastener pass 
j through the disk. 

Claim 17 (canceled) 
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Claim 23 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 18, 
wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness greater than the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means scores the topside 
release sheet, without passing completely through the topside release sheet, to weaken 
the release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no degradation of the 
performance of the roof sheet membrane, and the release sheet easily separates at the 
peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane. 

Claim 24 (original): The roof sheet membrane system according to claim 18 t 
wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness substantially equal to the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means severs or substantially 
severs the topside release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no or substantially 
no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane and the release sheet is 
easily separable at the peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed 
from the roof sheet membrane. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A method of forming a roof sheet membrane 
system, comprising: 

overlaying a portion of a roof substrate with a roof sheet membrane; the roof 
sheet membrane having a topside major surface that is an adhesive bonding surface 
and a bottom side major surface that is not adhesively secured to the roof substrate; the 

9 

PAGE 10120 ' RCVD AT 1/312008 1 1:17:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/46 * DN1S:2738300 « CSID:3039782323 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-26 



01/02/2008 21: IB 3039782323 



JMLEGAL 



PAGE 11/20 



topside major surface of the roof sheet membrane being overlaid and covered by a 
topside release sheet 

securing the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate by a plurality of 
mechanical fastener assemblies; each of the mechanical fastener assemblies 
comprising a mechanical fastener passing through the topside release sheet and the 
roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to 
the roof substrate; and a disk through which the mechanical festener passes contacting 
and overlaying a portion of the topside release sheet of the roof sheet membrane that 
immediately surrounds the mechanical fastener and causing the portion of the topside 
release sheet overlaid by the disk to be easily separable from a remainder of the topside 
release sheet when the topside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane; the disk of each of the mechanical fastener assemblies having a peripheral 
separation means depending from an outer peripheral etfcie portion of the disk that at 
least weakens the topside release sheet to facilitate the separation of the portion of the 
topside release sh eet overlaid by the disk from the remainder of the topside release 
sheet when the t opside release sheet is removed from the roof sheet membrane with no 
or substan tially no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane; and 

removing the remainder of the topside release sheet from the roof sheet 
membrane after the roof sheet membrane is secured to the roof deck by the plurafity of 
mechanical fastener assemblies to apply an overlying roofing layer. 

Claim 26 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to daim 25, wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises an topside head portion and a 
slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and Into the roof 
substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; and the slender 
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shank portion of the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside 
head portion of the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk. 

Claim 27 (withdrawn): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 25, wherein: 

each of the mechanical fasteners comprises an topside head portion and a 
slender shank portion that passes through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof 
substrate to secure the roof sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank 
portion of the mechanical fastener is integral with and depends from the topside head 
portion of the mechanical fastener and passes through the disk; and at least a bottom 
side portion of an outer surface of the slender shank portion of the mechanical fastener 
is formed by a spiral groove whereby the mechanical fastener Is designed to be passed 
through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate by rotating the mechanical 
fastener. 

Claim 28 (withdrawn): The method of forming roofing the membrane system 
according to claim 25, wherein: 

the mechanical fastener is generally U-shaped with two slender shank portions 
that pass through the roof sheet membrane and into the roof substrate to secure the roof 
sheet membrane to the roof substrate; the slender shank portions of the mechanical 
fastener are integral with and depend from an topside portion of the mechanical fastener 
that joins the shank portions; and the shank portions of the mechanical fastener pass 
through the disk. 

Claim 29 (canoeJed) 
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Claim 30 (currently amended): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane 
system according to claim 28 25, wherein: 

the peripheral separation means comprises peripheral cutting means that at least 
partially cuts through the topside release sheet. 

Claim 31 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth that penetrate the 
topside release sheet 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane 
system according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises at* a peripheral cutting edge that 
penetrates the topside release sheet. 

Claim 33 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a series of teeth that pass through the 
topside release sheet 

Claim 34 (currently amended): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane . 
system according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means comprises a* a peripheral cutting edge that passes 
through the topside release sheet 
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Claim 35 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness greater than the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means scores the topside 
release sheet, without passing completely through the topside release sheet, to weaken 
the release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no degradation of the 
performance of the roof sheet membrane^ and the release sheet easily separates at the 
peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed from the roof sheet 
membrane. 

Claim 36 (original): The method of forming the roof sheet membrane system 
according to claim 30, wherein: 

the peripheral cutting means of the disk has a depth and the topside release 
sheet of the roof sheet membrane has a thickness substantially equal to the depth of the 
peripheral cutting means whereby the peripheral cutting means severs or substantially 
severs the topside release sheet at the peripheral cutting means with no or substantially 
no degradation of the performance of the roof sheet membrane and the release sheet is 
easily separable at the peripheral cutting means when the release sheet is removed 
from the roof sheet membrane. 
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